
RESOLUTION NUMBER 17 
Senator Claire McCaskill 

 
WHEREAS, we have been apprised that Senator Claire McCaskill will be receiving the Government 

Award from the St. Louis Community Empowerment Foundation; and  
 

WHEREAS, Claire McCaskill is a 4th generation Missourian who has spent her entire life in the Show-Me 
State.  Born in Rolla and raised in Lebanon and Columbia, Claire has never forgotten her roots; and  
 

WHEREAS, after another move, Claire attended Hickman High School in Columbia, while her father 
served as a state insurance commissioner and her mother became Columbia’s first woman city council member.  At 
Hickman High School, Claire graduated near the top of her class and was deeply involved in student activities, while 
also working in a fabric store since she sewed many of her own clothes; and  
 

WHEREAS, Claire worked her way through college and law school at the University of Missouri in 
Columbia. Claire clerked for the Missouri Court of Appeals in Kansas City and then got a job as an assistant 
prosecutor in Kansas City, where she was a felony trial prosecutor handling sex crimes, homicides, and specializing 
in arson cases.  In 1982, McCaskill won a seat in the State Legislature.  She juggled the responsibilities of both 
mother and legislator and was the first woman to ever give birth while she was an active member of the Missouri 
Legislature; and 
 

WHEREAS, Claire broke new ground again in 1993 when she became the first female Jackson County 
Prosecutor, which included Kansas City.  This was the largest prosecutor’s office in the state and she began many 
new programs, including a domestic violence unit and one of the nation’s first Drug Courts.  She held this position 
until she was sworn in as Missouri Auditor in 1999; and 

 
WHEREAS, as State Auditor, Claire has been credited for revolutionizing the office and making it into a 

true watchdog for taxpayers and citizens.  In 2004, Claire took on her own party establishment and became the first 
person to ever defeat a sitting Missouri governor in a primary election; and 

 
WHEREAS, in November of 2006, Claire became the first woman elected to the United States Senate from 

Missouri, vowing to bring Harry Truman’s no-nonsense style of accountability back to Washington.  It only seemed 
fitting that her place in the Senate chamber is a desk shared by none other than Senator Truman himself. 

 
WHEREAS, after a busy week in Washington, Claire returns home to St. Louis to a full house.  After seven 

years a single mom, Claire married Joseph Shepard, a St. Louis businessman, in April 2002.  They each brought 
children to the marriage, which created a blended family of nine:  Benjamin, 32, Carl, 30, Marilyn, 28, Michael, 25, 
Austin, 20, Maddie, 19 and Lily, 16.  Claire’s 79-year old mother Betty Anne lives with the family and continues to 
join her on trips around Missouri. 
 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Aldermen of the City of St. Louis that we pause 
in our deliberations to recognize Senator Claire McCaskill and we wish her continued success, achievement and 
accomplishment and we further direct the Clerk of this Board to spread a copy of this Resolution across the minutes 
of these proceedings and to prepare a commemorative copy to the end that it may be presented to our honorees at a 
time and place deemed appropriate by the Sponsor. 
 
Introduced on the 1st day of May, 2009 by: 
 
Honorable Marlene Davis, Alderman 19th Ward 
 
Adopted this the 1st day of May, 2009 as attested by: 
 
 
_______________________    __________________________ 
David W. Sweeney     Lewis E. Reed 
Clerk, Board of Aldermen    President, Board of Aldermen 
 
 


